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Tony Dungy
Visits St. Petersburg
AAA Office To Promote
Family First Program
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Governor Crist
Leads Statewide
Effort To Encourage
Hurricane
Preparedness
Emphasizes safety and vigilance during
hurricane season that began June 1

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

BY BLANCHE L. GANEY
EDITOR

Governor Charlie Crist

TA L L A H A S S E E –
Governor
Charlie
Crist
encouraged all Floridians to
make the final preparations
necessary to keep their
families, homes, businesses
and communities safe during
the 2009 Hurricane Season in
a video message released
today. Lt. Governor Jeff
Kottkamp is also promoting
the importance of hurricane
preparedness,
emphasizing
safety disaster plans at the
2009 National Hurricane
Survival Initiative launch in

Miami.
“Experience has shown
that when people are adequately prepared, it’s more
likely they will be safer and
rebound more quickly than
those who don’t take action
ahead of time,” Gov. Crist said
in a video message to
Floridians released today. “We
are blessed to be living in a
state surrounded by water and
beautiful beaches, but from

HURR IC ANE

continued on pg. 9

ST. PETERSBURG –Tony
Dungy arrived at the St.
Petersburg AAA office on
Thursday to promote the nonprofit Family First organization,
Every Child, Every School,
Every Family, breakfast program.
Television cameras in place,
microphones positioned for Tony
Dungy, former Tampa Bay
Buccaneers head coach, the man
who has never ended the love
affair with the Tampa area as he
calmly and succinctly answered
questions from coaching in the
NFL to fatherhood.
“Dad’s play a major role in a
family,” said 53 year old Dungy,
“I remember the many lessons I
learned from my own dad that
have become lifelong lessons. I
hope I can pass these lessons to
my own children.”
The former NFL head coach
was in St. Petersburg asking
Florida drivers to help increase
parental involvement at Florida
public schools by donating one
dollar when renewing driver
licenses. The money raised will
go to Family First, a non-profit
organization, to start more PTA
endorsed breakfast programs.
There are currently 350 All Pro
Dad’s Days and iMOM morning
chapters in Florida, with almost a
third of those in the Tampa Bay
area. Many of the St. Petersburg
south side schools such as James

Tony Dungy urges Floridians to give to strengthen families

B. Sanderlin, Baypoint, Melrose
and Gulfport elementary are just a
few of the Tampa Bay area
schools already participating in
the breakfast program.
“This is one of the best
programs I’ve been involved

with,” said Alton Hooker, former
coordinator of the All Pro Dad
breakfast program at Maximo
Elementary. “The students were
so proud to walk into breakfast
with their dads and the activities
were so much fun.”

According to Hooker, when
he initially became involved, only
dads were being encouraged to
participate in the program but
because of the large number of
female led households, mothers
too were encouraged to participate.
“The children were thrilled to
have a parent with them. It didn’t
seem to matter whether it was
mom instead of dad,” said
Hooker.
Dungy, who said he feels so
fortunate to now have more time
to spend with his children now
that he has retired from the NFL,
jokingly shared that because of
who he is he often has to drop his
children off at the mall instead of
going in with them because of the
attention he gets. According to
Dungy his children would rather
just shop.
AAA Auto Club South is
partnering with Family First to
aid in the success of this fundraising initiative and the Florida
Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles is facilitating
the campaign.
“Children do better in school
when their parents are involved in
their education,” said Dungy.
“I’ve seen how these organizations get parents involved; and
when parents play an active role
children do better academically
and socially.”
For more information about
the program visit www.familyfirst.net.
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BY BLANCHE GANEY
EDITOR

PETERSBURG
–
ST.
Eleven children, determined to
be over weight for their height
and age, will meet for the next
twelve weeks at the Childs Park
YMCA to learn how to modify
food intake, increase activity and
change mindsets to move toward
healthier lifestyles.
“I want my son to be healthy
and to learn to be more active,”
said Angela Roberson, mother of
Ezekiel Roberson, 8.
The 12 week Kid Fabulous
program is the brain child of the
Fit, Active, black families grant,
project manager, Keisha Bell.
“We want to help children
learn how to make better
choices,” said Bell, “so as they
age they naturally make better
food and life choices.”

Bell, along with Cynthia
Jenkins, a registered nurse, from
the Johnnie Ruth Clark Health
Center are two of the participants
of the Department of Health and
Human Services Community
partnership to eliminate health
disparities, that oversee the
program.
“All of the children had to
have a physical before they were
allowed to sign up,” said
Jenkins. “We lost a couple before
the program started because the
parents had not done all that was
required.”
The program is designed to
educate both children and
parents, but in order for it to
make an impact it must be interesting and fun. Personal trainers,
Natasha Walker and Gregory
Hinson are the coaches and coleaders who will work directly
with the children who have

Kid Fabulous participants, coaches, leaders and
friends partner to learn a healthier lifestyle

designed fun and energetic
exercises.
“I want to make sure the
children have fun so they want to
come each Saturday,” said
Walker. “Half of the time they
won’t even know they are exercising.”

The children and their
parents were given an assignment prior to coming to class of
writing down everything the
child ate for a week. Toward the

YMCA

continued on pg. 6
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

The American dream,
throughout the decades, people
have parted ways with family and
friends to reach the shores of the
United States with the hopes and
aspirations of attaining better jobs,
improved living conditions, a
stronger future for their children
and possibly, just possibly, a shot
at that American dream.
It is an ideal unique to our
country; a notion that if one works
hard and gets an education that no
goal is unreachable despite this
person’s race, gender, religion or
creed. That regardless of the
obstacles and circumstances that
this person may endure, with
strong perseverance, determination, ambition, a tremendous work
ethic and focus, anything is attainable.
These American values are
emphasized in schools every day
and passed down from generation
to generation and today we see
their implementation in reality yet
again with President Obama’s
nomination of Judge Sonia
Sotomayor to the U.S. Supreme

corporate litigator and trial judge.
She was appointed to the District
Court for the Southern District of
New York by then President
George H.W. Bush, and later
appointed to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit by
President Clinton in 1998.
And in addition to her judicial
work, Judge Sotomayor is a
Lecturer at Columbia University
Law School, a former adjunct
professor at NYU Law School and
still managed to create community
organ i zat i o n s s u ch as t h e
Development School for Youth
Program which sponsors
workshops for inner city youth.
Now November 4, 2008,
Americans voted in historic
numbers for a new way forward.
They cast their ballots for
progress, to move beyond race and
ethnicity, to eliminate partisan
divide and to unite the nation as a
whole. President Obama himself
ran an unparalleled campaign that
urged citizens to honor the principles of our country and to excel
past racial biases and work
together to form a more perfect
union.
At this moment in our history,

We look to newspapers
for information, analysis and
critiques of issues facing our cities,
country and world. In today’s
global
economic
downturn,
millions of people will lose their
jobs and many industries will
never again be the same. The death
of major automobile manufacturers has led the news coverage for
months. However, the demise of
the news industry itself has gotten
very little coverage.
Across the country, major
c i t i e s and s m all towns a re
w a t c hing the time-honore d
tradition of the daily and weekly
newspaper slip into extinction. The
mounting cost of publishing and
the dwindling advertising dollar
a re c aus ing newspapers a nd
magazines to rethink distribution
strategies, coverage areas, and
frequency of publication.
Noted newspaper publisher
Joseph Pulitzer once said: ‘’Our
Republic and its press will rise or
fall together.’’
Echoing Pulitzer’s concerns,
Senator John Kerry chaired a
hearing before the Senate

Commerce Subcommittee on
Communication on the future of
journalism. The Subcommittee
called before it a panel of distinguished journalists and newspaper
owners whose lively discussion
expressed a real concern that the
state of our nation could be
imperiled if the nation’s newspapers failed.
We know that major newspapers seldom give much space to
issues facing the black world.
Locally, the stories are generally
a b o u t c r i m e a n d p o v e r t y.
Internationally, foreign desks in
Africa and Latin America have
been abolished due to budget cuts.
As an African-American who
works on foreign policy as it
relates to the African Diaspora, I
am not sure what I lose when
major newspapers fail.
News delivered in the form of
a newspaper is vital to the health of
the
community.
Newspapers
provide information and details
that television and radio fail to
provide. Newspapers report on the
lives of our neighbors, not just our
politicians.
I am not surprised that the
plight of the nation seemingly
hangs in the balance if the Boston
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Globe dies, but no one has shed a
tear about the demise and struggles
of black news publications around
the world.
Every week, thousands of
g reat j o u rn al i s t s an d ed i t o r s
publish black focused newspapers
with little to no resources. They
have no access to seats in the
White House press room, nor are
they granted press credentials from
the State Department or the United
Nations.
Yet, they do their jobs and
produce a product that serves a
co m m u n i t y. Ov ers eas , b l ac k
focused newspapers struggle to
have their messages heard by the
greater world population. We need
to assure that black issues and
black civil society perspectives are
always part of the global debate.
Even when economic times
were allegedly good, the issues of
Temporary Protective Status (TPS)
for Haitians, the war in the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
food shortages throughout Africa,
and the growing inflation in
several countries were not covered
with any regularity or zeal. The
plight of Africa’s children is not
seen as a lead story unless it
directly threatens the American
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there is no one more qualified to
assume the bench on the U.S.
Su p r e m e C o u r t t h a n J u d g e
Sotomayor. Her opponents have
al r e a d y b e g u n t h e i r a t t a c k
campaigns and spin wars, but they
lack any basis or sound reasoning.
Instead, they are using the age-old
wedges of race and color to divide
the country. I say we honor our
basic ideals and judge this accomplished woman on her sheer
merits.
Armed with more experience
than anyone currently serving
the Supreme Court, Judge
Sotomayor’s credentials speak
openly for themselves. And
her c o m p e l l i n g l i f e s t o r y
s p e a k s candidly to the uniqueness of our nation, to the
American dream and to the idea
that in this country one truly can
aspire to anything. Let’s put into
practice what we voted for in
November, and let’s bring to
fruition the ideals we teach our
children every single day. Let’s
see Judge Sotomayor seated on
the Supreme Court, not because
she’s a Latina, nor a female, but
because she unequivocally has
earned it.

The Death Of The Newspaper

BY NICOLE LEE
NNPA COLUMNIST

L. Dianne Speights . . . General/Advertising Manager

Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

Sotomayor Epitomizes American Dream
Court.
Judge Sotomayor’s unique and
compelling story began right in the
South B ro n x . R ai s ed i n t h e
Bronxdale P u b l i c Ho u s i n g
Projects, this daughter of Puerto
Rican heritage recalls dodging
bullets and drug dealers as a child
just vying to survive.
Losing her father at the tender
age of nine, Judge Sotomayor’s
mother worked tirelessly –
sometimes two jobs – to ensure
that both her children received
food, clothing, shelter, a proper
education and a chance to alter
their own lives. Graduating valedictorian of her class at Blessed
S ac ra me nt an d at C ard i n al
Spellman High School in New
York, Judge Sotomayor did just
that – and then some.
After winning a scholarship
to Princeton, Judge Sotomayor
graduated summa cum laude and
Phi Beta Kappa. She excelled on to
Yale Law School where she served
as editor of the Yale Law Journal
and as managing editor of the Yale
Studies in World Public Order.
The distinguished legal expert
has serve d as a p ro s ecu t o r,
a s s i s t a n t D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y,

Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/CEO
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OPINION
BY REV. AL SHARPTON
NNPA COLUMNIST
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dream, or rather the illusion of a
dream.
If the newspaper industry in
this country wants the American
people to fight for their survival
then they must do a better job representing the larger community.
A few months ago, the
Washington Post did a large story
on the plight of Afro-Colombians.
The story aptly chronicled the
forced displacement of these
African descendants to make way
for corporations that want to
benefit from a potential trade
agreement with the United States.
Stunned that the Washington Post
would give so many column inches
to the story, TransAfrica’s staff
called the editor and commended
him. It is unfortunate that such
thorough media exploration of
unjust actions imposed on black
people is so rare that it merits
recognition and celebration.
U.S. newspapers are
important, but only if the entire
community is reflected on their
pages everyday. When the black
world can see its full reflection in
newspaper coverage, then maybe
there will be strong evidence for
their continued existence.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Parent Aide Volunteers Make
A Sustainable Difference In The
Life And Stability Of A Family!

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Parent Aide Program at Help A
Child, Inc. is conducting three
two and a half hour training
sessions to prepare men and
women from the community to
be Parent Aide Volunteers;
sometimes parents, who may
have had good parenting themselves or those who have not
had sufficient parenting, are at
a loss as to how to cope with
the ever increasing parental
demands and the stressors
r e s u l t i n g f r o m t o d a y ’s
economic and environmental
pressures.
Most parents are devoted
caregivers to their children.
When the economic,
emotional and mental stresses
combine, some parents slump
under the pressure.

Parent Aide volunteers’
help pa re nts co p e wi t h
changing times. Parent Aides
are taught to navigate the
rough seas of life and are
willing to mentor, coach and
lead parents to softer
shoulders; shoulders that will
enable them to keep a focus on
the positive and not fall victim
to negativity.
The P aren t Ai d e p reservice training sessions will
shortly add new Parent Aide
Volunteers to our roster.
These Parent Aides will be
matched with a family and
immediately begin making a
difference in the lives of that
family. They will change
uncertainty to healthy confidence in responding to what is
happening in their lives and

gently mentor them on how to
appropriately respond to challenges. As parents become
more confident, the children
benefit; the home becomes
more stable, happier and free
of the potential for maltreatment and anger. The Parent
Aide volunteer will be the
emotional supportive friend
that can be trusted and relied
upon to give emotional support
and encouragement when it is
needed.
Call Pat Measel, Volunteer
Coordinator at 737-544-3900
extension 169
F o r m o re i n fo rm at i o n
about becoming a Parent Aide
Volunteer.
You can be the difference
that changes the world one
family at a time!

Monique Burr Foundation
Provides Training For ‘Good
Touch/Bad Touch’ Facilitators

TA M PA – To r a i s e
awareness about Child Abuse
Prevention Month in April, the
Monique Burr Foundation for
Children recently provided
training for its Good Touch/Bad
Touch program to 15 area
educators who work with
children in pre-kindergarten
through middle school. The
Good
Touch/Bad
Touch
program helps schools and
other child-centered organizations create s af er environm e n t s and strengthen assets
for positive youth development
by communicating about, preventing and stopping child
abuse, sexual harassment and
bullying.
“We know that Good
Touch/Bad Touch is an
effective, educational program
that allows children, parents
and educators to openly communicate with one another
about the issues surrounding
child abuse,” said Karen
Noffsinger, board member for
the Monique Burr Foundation
for Children. “We want to
include the program in as many
schools as possible and we
believe that training seminars
like this are a critical factor in
accomplishing that goal.”
Molly Schultz, Childhelp®
master trainer and prevention

education specialist, taught the
G o o d To u c h / B a d To u c h
progra m to ki n d erg art en
through sixth grade counselors
and educators at the Ernest E.
Just Elementary School. Those
who attended the training
rec eive d ce rt i fi cat i o n i n
Childhelp’s Good Touch/Bad
Touch curriculum, allowing
them to teach the program at all
pre-kindergarten through sixth
grade levels. They were also
provided with a facilitator guide
and resources to conduct parent
workshops, staff in-services
and community meetings on the
subject.
“The more trainers and
educators we have for Good
Touch/Bad Touch, the more we
can teach children about abuse
and how to talk about it,” said
Jim Harvey, advisory board
president for the Monique Burr
Foundation in Tampa. “I
encourage educators, administrators, therap i s t s , ch i l d
advocates and anyone interested in the well-being of our
children to learn more about the
foundation and our programs.
Together, we have the ability to
make a difference in the lives of
these children.”
To learn more about the
G o o d To u c h / B a d To u c h
program or arrange for training

at a local school, call Lynn
Layton with the Monique Burr
Foundation for Children at
(904) 642-0210. More information is also available online at
www.moniqueburrfoundation.org.
The Monique Burr
Foundation for Children, Inc.
was created as a nonprofit
organization in 1997 to honor
the late Monique Burr, a tireless
advocate for abused and
abandoned children. The foundation’s mission is to provide
hope in the lives of children by
providing training and
education to prevent and reduce
the rate of abuse among
children throughout Florida.
Since its inception, the
foundation has reached more
than 20,000 children with its
advocacy programs, including
Go o d To u ch B ad To u ch
program, and donated more
than $2 million to child-serving
agencies in the region. The
foundation also works in close
partnership with agencies
serving children whose primary
focus is preventing abuse of
children.
For more information about
the Monique Burr Foundation
for Children, call (727) 8593857 or visit www.moniqueburrfoundation.org.

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
Dr. Deborah C. Flanagan
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THE NAACP:
IT’S PAST AND FUTURE

A Community To Action Call

The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is
celebrating its 100 years of service, promoting
civil rights for all citizens. Its involvement in
landmark legal decisions in the past has forced
this country to be sensitive to the true meaning
of its Constitution declaring of freedom and
justice for all.
St. Petersburg Branch of NAACP will be
celebrating its 76th Freedom Fund Banquet;
however, due to the economic recession it was
necessary to reschedule the banquet from May
23 to September 19. This will provide the
branch an opportunity to initiate a Call to
Action to all community members to help us
discover and celebrate our local history and
heritage. This banquet will focus on the bold
leadership and achievements of past local presidents and their administrations for the past 76
years. Our research thus far has revealed 16
past presidents of the St. Petersburg branch.
We need the community’s help with providing
oral and written history as well as photographs
for periods of time between 1926 through
1960. This includes presidency of Noah W.
Griffin, Rev. John W. Carter of Bethel
Community Church, Mr. .J.A. Whitehurst,
Rev. Grant McCray, F. A. Dunn and Rev.O.M.
McAdams. We are inviting the community to
get involved in this historic project to bring to
light the accomplishments of these courageous
individuals. Those of us, who find ourselves in

leadership positions today, are standing on the
shoulders of those courageous workers who
risked their lives, and employments to advance
the cause of liberty and equal rights. Some of
them were beaten, suffered bomb threats and
loss of jobs as a result of their advocacy. It was
fortunate that many of these individuals were
ministers or self employed businessmen.
The St. Petersburg Branch of NAACP
plans to honor the past presidents and their
descendents at our 76th Annual Freedom Fund
Banquet. We believe that this celebration gives
the entire community the opportunity to
e m b r a c e t h e i r o w n h i s t o r y, t h e i r o w n
heritage and the contributions of these brave
individuals.
We are very excited to have the entire
community join us in this historic journey. As
we get closer to our banquet date we are
planning a series of featured articles on each
president through the local media. As we
prepare for the next 100 years, we must also
identify those individuals who are willing to
raise their hand and volunteer to carry the torch
into the next century.
If y o u h a v e a n y i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t
these past presidents or any NAACP
Presidents, please contact Terry Cox at the St.
Pete. Branch Office, located at 1501 16th St.
S., St. Petersburg, or call 727-898-3310. You
can also email the branch information at
naacpstpete@verizon.net.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Ephesians Project

ST. PETERSBURG - We
are facing a rising dilemma. Out
of 100 children living in foster
care and available for adoption
in Pinellas and Pasco Counties,
almost half of them are African
American. Most of the children
who remain in care range from
7-17 years of age. Sadly, out of
50 families pursuing adoption,
only two of them are African
American.
Our group, “The Ephesians
Project” is a partnership
comprised of Eckerd Community
Alternatives, Bright house
Networks, Progress Energy and
the Heart Gallery. This group is
working to develop plans that
will not only raise awareness,
but spark interest and motivate
our community into action. We
are dedicated to recruiting
adoptive African-American
families for our children in care
who need permanent homes

and families. To do this, we are
looking to enlist the aid of our
churches, community, civic and
professional organizations.
Our name is derived from
the focus of the book of
Ephesians on UNITY:
1) Our goal is that the
children and family all benefit
from the adoption, and will be
“made alive together.”
2) Our aim is that the
children be “raised up together”
with their new family.
3) Our dream is that permanency and a promising future
will be “built together” for the
children with their matched
family.
Our group came together to
address the rising number of
African-American children
without adoptive placements,
and the very small number of
African-American families
seeking to adopt.

As we kick off this special
project, we are taking part in
the A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
He r i t a g e Night at Tropicana
Field event h o s t e d b y
B r i g h t h o u s e , Progress
Energy, the Heart Gallery, and
the Tampa Bay Rays Saturday,
June 13, at the Tropicana Field
at 4:30 p.m. This event will
feature families who have
successfully adopted and
adoptees, some of whom will
briefly share their personal
experiences! Space for this
event is limited and attendance
is by invitation. If you have an
interest in adoption and would
like to learn more about the
adoption process by attending,
please RSVP to Wanda HayesRiddick at (727) 329-2762.
We are hoping that you will be
interested in joining us in this
effort.

Theta Phi Beta Co-Ed
Community Step Team
Wins First Place!

LARGO - “They all were
winners! We wish to thank
everyone who supported and
participated in the First Annual
Stomp for Souls Show-off. This
year’s community effort brought
friends and family together to
spotlight our youth!” said Harriet
Thompkins, Program Director.
The event was held during
Memorial Day weekend to honor
military personnel and their
families. Each year the Triumph
Faith-Based Community
Development Center sponsors an

event for the youth. This year’s
event was a step show competition. Five groups participated,
Theta Phi Beta Baby Divas of
Tampa (3rd Place winner),
Million Dollar Steppers Male of
Dunedin (2nd Place winner) and
the Theta Phi Beta Co-Ed
Community Step Team (1st
Place winner). Other finalists
were Million Dollar Girls of
Dunedin and Dynasty of Atlanta.
The event was held at Largo
Community Center in Largo.
The kids were electrifying, moti-

vating and inspiring!
The mission of Triumph
Faith-Based is to promote the
development and well-being of
children, teens, and families in
our community, so they are physically, emotionally, socially,
intellectually, and spiritually
healthy. By meeting their individual developmental milestones
through education, seminars,
workshops, health fairs and
musical performances, we feel
our mission is accomplished.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Send Notices Or Information About Future Community Events To editor@theweeklychallenger.com

Ebony Scholars Seniors 2009

EVAN LIGON

BRIANA McDONALD

BRITTANY McDONALD

MAGHAN MORIN

Evan is the daughter of Reginald and Mendee
Ligon. She is a senior at Lakewood Senior
High School. Evan is in the National Honor
Society and actively involved in the Future
Business Leaders of America. She is a sports
enthusiast and co-captain of the Varsity Volleyball
Team received national attention at the Junior
Olympics. She is active in her church and volunteers with Big Brothers Big Sisters and the
YMCA. Evan plans to attend the University of
Central Florida and will pursue a career in sports
medicine or pediatric medicine.
Evan advises, “The Reason for My Success is
my motto, You can either run from the past
or learn from it.”

Briana is the daughter of Donald and Ondria
McDonald. She is the Senior Class Historian at
Gibbs Senior High School. Briana is in the Future
Business Leaders of America, Invisible Children
and captain of the Varsity Flag Football Team.
She volunteers with Big Brothers Big Sisters and
the Sanderlin Center. Briana is an intern at
Bayfront Medical Center and a Referee. She plans
to attend the University of Florida and major in
Pre-medicine.
Briana gives, “The Reason for My Success is
studying hard, late-night studying, my parents,
my dreams and my grandmother’s quote, Nothing
beats a failure, but a try.”

Brittany is the daughter of Donald and Ondria
McDonald. She is a Representative of the Senior
Class at Gibbs Senior High School. Brittany is a
member of the Varsity Soccer and Flag Football
Team. She is active with the JROTC and AKA
Gems. She works at BayWalk Muvico. Brittany
has been accepted in the West Point Prep School
and will major in Computer Engineering.
Brittany gives, "The Reason for My Success is
my parents stayed on top of me about keeping up
my grades and staying focused. I also motivated
myself to keep going to school, staying positive
and never giving up. I remain focused on how my
future will be by staying on track."

Maghan is the daughter of Gerald Morin. She
is a student at St. Petersburg Senior High School.
Maghan is a member of the Varsity Soccer Team as
well as the KEY Club, Spectrum and the GO Team.
She actively volunteers with Big Brothers Big
Sisters and the Ronald McDonald House. Maghan
plans to attend college and major in Journalism.
She aspires to become a Sports Broadcaster.
Maghan advises, "The Reason for My Success
is because I have seen the closest of my family
members struggle. I have all the determination by
witnessing what a lack of education gets you,
therefore I will strive for no less than great
success."

JUSTIN NAUNDROS

BREAN’A MONE’T
PARKER

DIANEKA PERRIEN

KAREEM SANDY

Justin is the son of Darlene Naundros. He
attends Ridgewood Senior High School where he
is active in the Band, Brain Bowl, Debate and
FCA. Justin is also sports-minded and competes in
Track and Soccer. He is active with the Boys and
Girls Club. Justin aspires to become either a
Computer Software Engineer, Marine or United
States Senator after completing his studies at
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. Justin
states, "The Reason for My Success is God,
Family and the influence of all around me."

Brean’a is the daughter of Ursula and Greg
Parker. She is a student at Lakewood Senior High
School. Brean’a is in the National Honor Society
and a Varsity Cheerleader. She also participated in
the Drama Production and F.E.F. History and
Culture Brain Bowl Team. Brean’a is actively
involved with the Live Free Substance Abuse
Prevention Coalition of Pinellas County. Brean’a
plans to attend the University of Florida and
aspires to become a Behavioral Psychologist.
Brean'a advises, "The Reason for My Success
is, above all, the unlimited love, encouragement,
and support from my parents. Without them I
wouldn’t have been consistent and determined to
do all the things I have accomplished."

Dianeka is the daughter of Claudette GoodenAllen and Williard Allen. She is a student at Gibbs
Senior High School. Dianeka is the historian for
the Senior Class and in charge of advertising the
special events. She is on the Varsity Volleyball and
Soccer Teams. Dianeka is weighing all her options
for college since she has been accepted at the
University of Florida, Hollins University, the
University of Central Florida, FAMU and Florida
State.

Kareem is the son of Kelvin Sandy grandson
of Sharmel Sandy. He attends St. Petersburg
Collegiate Senior High School. Kareem is in the
National Honor Society, National Achievers
Society and Pathfinders, is active with the Boy
Scouts of America and is a teen volunteer with
Hospice. Kareem will attend college and major in
Broadcast Journalism. He aspires to become a
Broadcaster.
Kareem gives, "The Reason for My leadership activities such as Ebony and Boy Scouts and
academic accomplishments. I’m determined, and
plan on being successful. "
See more featured graduates in next week’s
edition of The Weekly Challenger.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The St. Petersburg Chapter Of
Top Ladies Of Distinction, Inc. Host
Annual Pink And Silver Luncheon
ARTICLE SUBMITTED
BY NAOMI NESBITT

The St. Petersburg Country
Club was the venue of choice
for this magnificent event with a
décor of pink orchids, pink
balloons and “pink hats.”

entered the imaginary runway,
resounding cheers and applause
from family and guests filled
the room.
FMBC creative dance group
under the direction of Lorene
Tate gave their rendition of
“Jesus Saves” as a tribute to all

Pamela Wright, St. Petersburg.
The honorees received pink and
silver corsages pinned by Top
Ladies and certificates of appreciation were presented by Lady
Selma Robinson-Ayers and
Lady Rayette Bouldrick.
After a delicious lunch,
Minister Chandrahasa
Srinivasa, Associate Minister of
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, delivered the inspirational Mother’s Day message.
This celebration of Mothers
encompassed two of the five
major thrust of the organization:
enhancing the status of women
and enhancing the lives of
senior citizens.
Top Ladies of Distinction,

Lady Naomi Nesbitt, Event
Chairperson and Lady
Delores Wesley, President

Inc. is a non-profit, humanitarian organization whose goals
and purpose is centered on
“serving youth and adults.”
Thanks to the community
for your support.

Presentation of Certificates by Lady Selma Robinson-Ayers
and Lady Rayette Bouldrick Mrs. Jessie Wells, Recipient
(escorted by Lord Eddie Williams)

On May 9, in celebration
of Mother ’s Day, the S t.
P e t e rs burg Chapte r of Top
Ladies of Distinction honored
and paid tribute to 10 Mothers
in and around the St. Petersburg
and Clearwater area.
Mothers were escorted by
Lords (husbands of Top Ladies)
and all strutted with an “air of
excitement” and an extraordinary “glow.” As each honoree

Mothers.
Mothers honored were Ruth
Crawford, Auburndale, Florida,
Fannie Elliott, Clearwater,
Elzine Maddox, Clearwater,
June Peterman, St. Petersburg,
Mary Roberts, Tampa, Lillian
Robinson, St . P et ers b u rg ,
Florence Thompson, St.
Petersburg, J es s i e Wel l s ,
St. Petersburg, Jennifer
Withe rspoon , L argo , an d

St. Petersburg Country Club,
venue for the Celebration of Mothers

CALL LARRY

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

Larry E. Walker, Agent

727-393-4617

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

Events Organizers Incorporated
CORPORATE / PRIVATE PLANNING
Award Ceremonies • Banquets
Family Reunions • Fund Raisers
Grand Openings • Meetings • Parties • Seminars

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

CALL 727-542-0976

CLASSIFIED
ADS WORK!!

SEEKING SALES REPRESENTATIVES

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922
Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

Friday, June 5 - Jazz at the MFA - Jim Morey Band,
Museum of Fine Arts, 255 Beach Dr. N.E. 6 p.m.
Summer Jazz series invites you to enjoy music from
some of the most eclectic bands in the bay area.
www.fine-arts.org or 727-896-2667.

Saturday, June 6 - Saturday Summer Market, Progress
Energy Center for the Arts, Mahaffey Theater Parking
Garage. 400 1st St. S. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Vendors offer
fresh produce, gourmet foods, baked goods, plants and
flowers, featuring local artist, live music, organic growers
and green products. Relax and enjoy a delightful
afternoon in the shade of the garage and the cool
breezes from the waterfront. www.saturdaymorningmarket.com

Sunday, June 7 - IronKids, Spa Beach Park on the
approach to The Pier. 8 a.m. This is the second event of
the 2009 IronKids National Triathlon Series. Distances
for the IronKids Events will utilize the traditional swimbike-run format but will vary, depending on the age of
participants. Distances include: Junior (ages 6 to 8): 50yard swim, 2-mile bike and 500-yard run, Intermediate
(ages 9 to 11): 150-yard swim, 4-mile bike and 1-mile run
and Senior (ages 12 to 15): 300-yard swim, 8-mile bike
and 2-mile run. Family activities throughout the day.
www.ironkids.com
Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

Courtesy of

Saturday, June 6 - Saturday Guided Hikes, Weedon
Island Preserve, 1800 Weedon Dr. N.E. 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Guided hikes through coastal mangrove and upland
ecosystems of the Preserve. Join us to learn about the
coastal environment and the early residents of Weedon
Island Preserve. Be sure to bring water and a snack for
this 2-hour hike. A hat and closed-toe shoes are also
recommended. Pre-registration is required. www.pinellascounty.org/environment or 727-453-6500.

CLASSIFIED

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

events.orgnzrs@gte.net
Tammye Moore • Event Planner

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is seeking
experienced representatives to sells classified and
display advertising space for newspaper. This freelance
agent prepares list of prospects, visits advertisers to point
out advantages of advertising in the publication.
For interview email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922

YOUR BEST MONEY MAKING
SUMMER EVER!
Seeking College Students & Recent High School Graduates

Opportunity To Earn Up To
$500 Or More In The First 5 To 10 Days
West Coast Offense coming to Florida
A 9-year-old World Wide Company
Needs Leaders and Goal Motivators
Phone Eagle Partners
(727) 418-6049 TODAY!
Position Filling Fast!

Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

Burial Spaces

$990

Cremation Niches

$990

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available
5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM DIABETES- HEART DISEASE OR CANCER?
GUM DISEASE COMPLICATES MANAGEMENT OF THESE DISEASES AND IT ALSO
CAUSES *INFECTION* TOOTH SHIFTING* BLEEDING AND SWOLLEN GUMS* DIGESTION
PROBLEMS*BAD BREATH* PROPER TREATMENT OF GUM DISEASE WILL NOT ONLY IMPROVE
YOUR BLOOD SUGAR LEVELS, APPEARANCE AND TASTE, BUT YOUR TOTAL BODY HEALTH.

$99 New Patient Special:
Includes Comprehensive Exam, Full mouth X-Rays,
Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer Screening,
Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

Or take $25.00 off any one of these services
*White Fillings*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Extractions*
*Root Canals*
*Crowns & Bridges*

*Sedation Dentistry*
*Implants*
*Dentures/Partials*
*Gum Treatment*
* Veneers*

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
One hour whitening $299.00 includes take home trays.

Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave., Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

WWW

.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

727-321-7880
*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

CHURCH NEWS

Quotes For Charity Online
Program Raises Money For The
Pinellas County Urban League

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Pinellas County Urban League
is excited to announce its participation in Allstate’s Quotes for
Charity, an online charity fund
raising initiative. The Quotes
for Charity program allows
c o n sum er s to r eque st an
insurance quote online and for
every quote request received,
Allstate will donate $5, up to
$5000, to the Urban League.
Quotes can be requested online
at www.allstatequotesforcharity.com.
“Like many other nonprofits, we’ve seen a drop in
donations due to the economy,
so we’re thrilled that Allstate
has chosen us as a partner for

Quotes for Charity. We have
been empowering communities
and changing lives for over
thirty-one years and are excited
to be able to continue
making a lasting change,” said
Gregory Johnson, president &
CEO of the Urban League.
“We’d like to encourage
everyone to go to allstatequotesforcharity.com and request a
quote so we can maximize the
power of this program.”
Founded in 1976, the
Pinellas County Urban League,
Inc. (PCUL) is the premier
social service and civil rights
organization in Pinellas County.
PCUL is one of the National
Urban League’s network of

nonprofit, community-based
affiliates located throughout the
United States.
“Allstate has a long and
proud history of supporting
co m m u n i t y o rg an i zat i o n s ,
including the Pinellas County
Urb an L eag u e, ” s ai d M i k e
Sheely, field vice president for
Allstate’s Florida Region.
“This is a great way for us to
continue our partnership with
the Urban League and
to help raise some additional
funds to support their
programs.”
T h e Qu o t es fo r C h ari t y
program runs through July 1, or
sooner if the $5000 pledge has
been reached.

Partnership Appreciation
Recognition

S T. P E T E R S B U R G The St. Petersburg Chapter
of National Black Nurses
Association, Inc is Sponsoring a
partnership appreciation recognition for Dianna King, Monday,
June 15, during the regular
Mi d t own Health C ouncil
meeting at 6 p.m., Sanderlin
Center, 2335 22nd Ave. S., St
Petersburg, 727-321- 9444.
We are urging all concerned

members of our community to
join us in this celebration to
recognize The American Heart
Association’s Cultural Health
Initiatives Director for her outstanding community services in
an effort to fight heart and stroke
disease as well as for her longstanding relationship with the
St. Petersburg Chapter of
National Black Nurses
Association Inc. within the

community and the Greater
Southeast Bay Area.
Providing health education
to such high-risk people is
a high priority for the St.
Petersburg Chapter National
Black Nurses. AfricanAmerican families need tools to
combat
chronic
diseases;
placing emphasis on the
disparity of Heart disease and
Strokes in the black community.

Pinellas County Students Scored
At Or Above Grade Level In
FCAT Reading And Math

Pinellas County Schools’
students improved one percentage point over 2008 results in the
number of students at or above
grade level (level 3 or above) in
both reading and math in FCAT
scores. In science, students in
grades five and eight improved in
the percentage of students at or
above grade level. Grade 11
students remained at the same
percentage level.
“We applaud the efforts of
teachers for increased scores in
FCAT reading, math and
science,” said Dr. Julie M.
Janssen, superintendent. “While
we will continue to emphasize
reading and writing as essential
skills, math and science instruction will be a primary focus next
year. Every school will receive
the support of a trained
math/science coach to enhance
instruction.”
In reading, 61 percent of
Pinellas students are reading at or
above grade level (level three or
above). This is a one percentage
point improvement from 2008.
Students in grades 4-7 went
up in the percentage of proficient
students.
Students in grades eight and
nine remained at the same levels as
last year and 10th-grade students
showed a slight decrease in the
percent proficient for reading.
Pinellas students’ reading
scores surpassed or equaled the
state averages in all grades.
Large improvements of four
percentage points were seen in
Pinellas 4th- and 5th-graders.
Compared to the other six
large districts in the state, Pinellas
students were in the top level of
scores in reading at all grade
levels.
In math, 66 percent of
Pinellas students in grades four to

ten are at or above grade level.
This also is a one percent
improvement from the 2008
scores.
Students in grades four and
nine improved with three and five
point gains respectively in the
percent classified as proficient
(level 3 or above).
Students in grades five, six
and ten remained at the same
levels of proficiency, while those
in grades seven and eight showed
small declines this year in the
percent proficient in math.
Pinellas students equaled or
surpassed the state averages in
grades four and nine and were
lower than the state in grade ten.
Pinellas continues to have
good performance in math
compared to the other large
districts in the state by ranking
near the top for scores in math at
all grade levels.
In science, Pinellas students
in grade five went up five percentage points from 2008 and
those in Grade eight improved
one percentage point this year.
Pinellas County students’
FCAT science performance
equaled the state average in grade
five, and for grade levels eight
and 11, the scores were slightly
lower than the state averages.
Compared to the other large
districts, Pinellas results in
science in grades 8 and 11 were in
the middle of the district ranks
while 5th-grade scores were the
2nd-best district average.
Schools that showed some of
the largest increases in students
performing at grade level are:
Elementary
Azalea Elementary, 4th grade
– up 19 percentage points in
reading.
Belleair Elementary, 4th
grade – up 21 percentage points in

math.
Jamerson Elementary, 5th
grade – up 17 percentage points in
reading, up 22 percentage points
in math, up 36 percentage points
in science.
Madeira Beach Elementary,
5th grade – up 20 percentage
points in science.
Rawlings Elementary, 5th
grade – up 21 percentage points in
science.
Rio Vista Elementary, 5th
grade – up 25 percentage points in
reading
Middle School
Carwise Middle, 8th grade –
up 7 percentage points in science.
Fitzgerald Middle, 6th grade
– up 10 percentage points in
reading and math.
Tarpon Springs Middle, 6th
grade – up 11 percentage points in
math.
Madeira Beach Middle, 8th
grade – up 10 percentage points in
reading.
Marshall
Thurgood
Fundamental Middle, 7th grade –
up 11 percentage points in
reading, up 13 percentage points
in math.
Tyrone Middle, 6th grade –
up 10 percentage points in
reading.
High School
Largo High, 9th grade – up 8
percentage points in reading, up
15 percentage points in math.
Northeast High, 11th grade –
up 7 percentage points in science.
Today’s FCAT results, along
with other data previously
released by the Department of
Education (DOE), will be
processed to calculate school
grades and Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) under No Child
Left Behind.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church “God’s House in the City”
under the leadership of our soldier of
the cross, and drum major for justice,
Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community to join us as
we communicate Gods’ Word at 10
am worship service Sunday, Sunday
School at 9 a.m. and Bible Study and
Teen Summit Wednesday evening, at
7. We also encourage the community
to make use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered,
Team-centered and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and

Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel Metropolitan for all
ages and interests.
Vacation Bible School is
scheduled for June 8-12, 2009 at 6:30
pm . The t hem e i s “The Jesus
Chr oni cl es” A Li f e Changi ng
Encounter. For additional information
call church office.
The annual Church Family Picnic
is Saturday, June 6, from 11 a.m.-3
p.m. at Fort Desoto Park, North Beach
Shelter 4. Call church office if you

require transportation.
Applications are now being taken
for Pathfinders Summer Camp June
8-August 14, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. Ages 512 years. For additional information
contact Joyce Hurst at 727-328-2409.
THE NIA PROJECT TUTORIAL
PROGRAM, Tuesday and Thursday,
3:30-6:30 p.m. for Middle and High
School students. Tutoring in Reading,
Math, Writing, FCAT, and SAT/ACT.
For information and applications
contact Bethel Metropolitan Church
office at 727-327-0554. GET THE
HELP YOUR CHILD NEEDS!!
Seeking Wisdom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009
Proverbs 3:13, 9:10-11 James 1:5

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
Our children are under a serious
attack by the enemy and we as the
body of Christ have to fight to win
back the souls of our youth.
Please join the Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church Family for
our 81st Church Anniversary’s Youth
Explosion. Saturday, June 13. Time:
7-9 pm at the Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church. Featuring Pastor
Charles L. Price, Minister Joe

McCall, Larry “Lbizzo” Bryant and
Miss Under Stood. Admission is Free.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you. Join us for
worship services Sunday at 7:45 and
10:45 a.m.
We are believers in Christ who are
reaching out to the world, preaching
the gospel to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating

the love of Christ.
Weekly Activities
Weekly Meditation on WRXB at
6:45 a.m. Tune in to hear Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.
Wednesday, Noon Day Bible
Study; 6:30 p.m. Intercessory Prayer;
7:00 Evening Bible Study.
Please visit our website at
www.fmbctheship.org
E:Mail: Contact us at
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Phone: 727-906-8300

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
C.AR.E. - Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts. C.A.R.E. is a faith
based support group for substance
abuse. It merges practical wisdom
with effective ways to master the traditional 12-step program that also
acknowledges the Lord Jesus Christ
as the first and foremost highest
power. Meetings are held every
Tuesday evening at 6 p.m. at 1906 9th
Ave. S. The third Tuesday of each
month is earmarked to assist young

adults (16-25) on their personal road
to recovery. Everyone is welcome to
receive guidance and Christian fellowship to help break the chains of
addiction.
CHILDREN VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL 2009
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is extending an invitation to the children of our community
to attend our Vacation Bible School.
There will be Christian based instruction that is fun and interactive. The
program offers fellowship, snacks,
songs, games, and skits. Classes will

meet nightly from June 22-26 at 6
p.m. at our Youth Chapel. Please call
Minister Eric Ford at 894-4311 ext
216 FMI
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
FOR THESE SPECIALIZED MINISTRIES
• 55+ Ministry Meeting will be
held on Friday, June 8th.
• Singles Ministry Meeting will
be held on June 12th
All are invited to attend Mt. Zion
Missionary
Baptist
Progressive
Church is located at 955 20th St S;
Ph.894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE.” Our Esteemed Pastor,
Reverend Carlos L. Senior and the
New Hope Church family invite you
to study and worship with us
whenever our doors are open. See the
ad for times of worship.
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H. (Prayer +
Understanding = Spiritual Healing)
Prayer Service and Bible Study
held Wednesday evenings. Prayer
begins at 6:30 and Bible Study begins
at 7:30. You are invited to study the

Word of God with us.
The Adult classes for the quarter
i ncl ude: Fi r epr oof Mar r i age,
Recession Proof, Discovering Your
Design for Service.
Youth Bible Study: “What’s Up
With The Word” For further information, please call 727-896-5228.
UPCOMING EVENTS “GO
TELL IT”
June 6 - End of the Yeaar Bash
(Youth)
June 7 - New Members

Recognition
June 12-13 - Deacons Workshop
June 14 - Graduates Recognition
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 15–19, “Extreme Makeover”
Classes available for ALL ages!
June 21 - Youth Who Cook
June 22-26 - National Baptist
Congress, Detroit, MI
June 28 - Dr. Art Hallett,
Evangelism Explosion, Sarasota, FL.
“We are to be channels of God’s
truth, not reservoirs.”

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.

YMCA

continued from front page

end of the 12 weeks they will
repeat the process to determine
if they are making better food
choices as a result of what was
learned in the class.
“My daughter has been
struggling with her weight
since she was five,” said
Rhonda Jackson, mother of participant, Precious Pace, 12.
“None of her siblings are heavy
but her father and his family are
heavier people. Now that she’s
getting ready to go to middle
school I want her to do what she
can about her weight.”
Part of the training is to
being a nutritionist in to one of
the sessions to conduct a
cooking class for both children
and parents.
“We want to make sure the
parents are on board with
everything we teach and
bringing them in to take part of
the cooking class is one way of
doing so,” said Bell.
The FAB grant, which is
part of a seven team partnership, continues to evolve as the

needs of the community are
made known.
“I am constantly looking
for ways to make a difference in
the community. If one thing
hasn’t worked well or made an
impact in the community then
we need to step back,
reexamine and change gears,”
said 32 year old St. Petersburg
native, Bell who is the catalyst
many of the community
exercise classes offered through
the FAB grant.
The eleven children in the
program range from 8 to 13
years old. “One parent wanted
us to allow her 7 year old in the
program but I didn’t think the
child would have the attention
span needed to get anything out
of the program,” Bell said.
After a few minutes of orientation to get acquainted with
the coaches and receiving
water bottles, notebooks and
backpacks the children were
moved to the court to play a
rousing game of keep your side
of the court picked up. Coaches
Walker and Hinson spread
clothing on the court; put the
boys on one side and the girls

on the other and blew the
whistle for the clean up to begin
which sent the children in a
bending and throwing frenzy to
remove the clothing from their
side of the court and by the time
the whistle was blown ending
the activity, everyone was
breathing a little heavier and
reaching for water bottles.
“Take a few minutes and
take some deep breaths,”
advised Coach Hinson. “You
guys are not used to this much
activity, so I want you to make
sure you are aware of your heart
rate.”
Hinson said all of the
children will learn how to
measure their heart rate and the
importance of knowing that
information as part of the
program.
“Exercise can be fun,” said
Coach Walker. “You don’t
always have to run around the
track or do 100 jumping jacks
to get your heart rate up.”
As the children settled back
into their seats Imani Jones, 13
said, “I didn’t know it was
going to be this much fun.”

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

James Augustine Healy

James Augustine Healy
(April 6, 1830 - August 5,
1900) was the first AfricanAmerican Roman Catholic
Bishop in the United States.
Father Healy was the eldest
of 10 siblings born near Macon,
Georgia in 1839 to an Irish
immigrant plantation owner
and his wife, an AfricanAmerican former slave. Born in
1795, Michael Morris Healy
emigrated from County
Galway in Ireland in 1818 and
eventually acquired 1,500 acres
of land in Jones County,
Georgia, across the Ocmulgee
River from the market town of
Macon. He became among the
more prominent and successful
planters, and came to own 49
slaves for his labor intensive
farming enterprise. Among
these was a girl named Mary
Eliza Smith, who he took as his
wife in 1829. Smith has been
described in various accounts
as both "slave" and "former
slave" and as both mulatto and
African American. Common
practice of the time was to
consider persons of mixed
Caucasian and African racial
heritage to be black or African
American (using modern terminology). In any event, the
common-law marriage of
Michael and Mary Healy
violated a powerful taboo of
19th-century America:
marriage between persons of
different races. Despite this,

most of their children, all but
one of whom s u rv i v ed t o
adulthood, achieved noteworthy success as adults.
Beginning in 1837, the
family sent James and brothers
Hugh and Patrick to Quaker
schools in Flushing, New York
and later to the newly-opened
College of the Holy Cross in
Worcester, Massachusetts.
James graduated valedictorian
of the College's first graduating
class in 1849. Younger brother
Sherwood began attending
Holy Cross in 1844, and
Michael, five years later.
Following g rad u at i o n
James wished to enter the
priesthood. Ho wev er h e
couldn't study at the Jesuit
novitiate in Maryland as it was
a slave state, so with the help of
John Bernard Fitzpatrick, the
founder of the College of the
Holy Cross, James entered a
Sulpician seminary in Montreal
to train for the priesthood. In
1852, he transferred to study at
Saint Sulpice seminary in Paris,
working toward a doctorate and
a career as a seminary
professor. However he had a
change of heart and decided to
become a pastor. He was
ordained as a priest June 10,
1854 of Boston, at the Notre
Da me C athe d ral i n P ari s ,
becoming the first AfricanAmerican to be ordained a
Roman Catholic priest.
When he returned to the
United States he became an
assistant pastor in Boston. In
1866 Healy became the pastor
of St. James Church, the largest
Ca tholic c ong reg at i o n i n
Boston. In 1874 when the
Boston legislature was considering taxation of churches,
Healy defended Catholic insti-

tutions as vital organizations
that helped the state both
socially and financially. He
also condemned the laws that
were already in place, which
were generally enforced only
on Catholic institutions.
His success in the public
sphere led to his appointment
by Pope Pius IX to the position
of second bishop of Portland,
Maine. Healy was officially
ordained as Bishop of Portland
June 2, 1875, becoming the
first African-American
ordained Catholic Bishop. For
25 years, he governed his large
diocese, supervising also the
founding of the Diocese of
Manchester, New Hampshire,
when it was cut off from
Portland in 1885. During his
time in Maine Healy oversaw
the establishment 60 new
ch u rch es , 6 8 m i s s i o n s , 1 8
convents and 18 schools.
Although acutely aware of
racism, Healy turned down
sev eral o p p o rt u n i t i es t o
condemn it on a public stage.
He refused to participate in
organizations that were specifically African-American. He
d ecl i n ed t o s p eak at t h e
Congress of Colored Catholics
in 1889, 1890, and 1892.
The Archdiocese of Boston,
Office for black Catholics
awards the Bishop James
Augustine Healy Award to
dedicated black parishioners. In
1975, a bronze plaque was
dedicated in Jones County,
Georgia, commemorating the
Georgia-born Bishop. The
plaque was a gift from
Arch b i s h o p T h o m as A.
Donnellan of Atlanta and
Bishop Raymond Lessard of
Savannah.

Samuel L. Gravely, Jr.

Vice Admiral Samuel Lee
Gravely, Jr. (June 4, 1922 –
October 22, 2004) was an
A fri can- A mer ican Navy
pioneer — the first AfricanAmerican in the U.S. Navy to
be commissioned an officer,
the first to serve aboard a
fighting ship as an officer, the
first to command a Navy ship,
the first fleet commander, and
the first to become an admiral.
Samuel Gravely was born
on June 4, 1922 in Richmond,
Virginia. Gravely spent two
years at Virginia Union
University, where he was a
member of Alpha Phi Alpha,
the first intercollegiate Greekletter fraternity established for
African-Americans. Following
his time in college, he enlisted
in the Naval Reserves on
September 15, 1942 and was
trained as a Fireman
Apprentice. In 1943, he partici p a t e d in the Na vy V-12
program, which was designed
to select and train Naval
o ffi c e r s . A s par t of this
training, he attended the
University of California in Los
Angeles, Pre-Midshipman
School in New Jersey, and
Midshipmen School at
Columbia University. On
December 14, 1944, Gravely

successfully completed midshipman training, thereby
becoming the first AfricanAmerican commissioned as an
officer from the Naval Reserve
Officer Training Corps.
As a newly commissioned
Ensign, his first assignment
was to Camp Robert Smalls, as
the
Assistant
Battalion
Commander for new recruits.
Afte rwards, h e b eg an h i s
seagoing career as a sailor
aboard the USS PC-1264, a
submarine chaser that was one
of only two World War II ships
with a largely AfricanAmerican crew.
In April 1946, he was
released from active duty,
remaining in the Naval
Reserve. He returned to his
hometown of Richmond to
complete his bachelor's degree
in History.
Gravely was recalled to
active duty in 1949. As part of
the Navy's response to
President Harry S. Truman's
Executive Order to desegregate
the Armed Services, his initial
assignment was as a Navy
Recruiter, recruiting AfricanAmericans in the Washington
area.
Gravely went from recruiting to building a Navy career
that laste d 3 8 y ears an d
included many distinguished
accomplishments.
He became the first
African-American to command
a United States Navy warship
(Theodore E. Chandler), the
first Afric an-Am eri can t o
command an American
warship under combat conditions (Taussig), the first

African American to command
a major naval warship (Jouett),
the first African-American
admiral, the first AfricanAmerican to rise to the rank of
Vice Admiral, and the first
African-American to command
a U.S. Fleet (Commander, U.S.
3rd Fleet). He was also among
the first African-Americans to
attend the Naval War College
in 1962.
Admiral Gravely was
assigned tours of duty aboard
the following: PC-1264, Iowa,
Toledo and Seminole. He
served as Executive Officer
and Commanding Officer of
the Theodore E. Chandler.
Additionally, he was the
Commanding Officer of the
Falgout, Taussig, and Jouett.
His last tour of duty before his
retirement in August 1980, was
as Director of the Defense
Communications Agency in
Washington, overseeing the
co m m u n i cat i o n s n et wo rk
Washington
with
linking
American and allied bases
worldwide.
Admiral Gravely was also
highly decorated, with decorations including the Legion of
Merit, Bronze Star,
Meritorious Service Medal and
Navy Commendation Medal.
After suffering a stroke,
Gravely died at the National
Nav al M ed i cal C en t er i n
Bethesda, Maryland, October
22, 2004. He was buried in
Arlington National Cemetery.
Admiral Gravely had three
children, and was survived by
his wife, Alma.

Memorial For
Jazz Links Co-Creator

Last Saturday was a sad day
and a happy day. It was sad
because many of us jazz fans from
the Tampa Bay area gathered to
say our final farewell to someone
we all loved, and someone who
loved jazz, Lucinda Cook Jackson
White. Or to her friends, simply
Lucy White. In contrast, it was a
happy day because we shared our
fond and most affectionate
anecdotes about her. White was a
most amazing and remarkable
human being, who had no
problem in returning the love to
those who loved her. Always as
“busy as a bee” with special
projects, in addition to offering
help to those who came to her for
assistance, Lucy was key in the
creation of many major programs.
It was in 2003 that I first met
Lucy. I had recently been accepted
as a board member of the Jazz
Club of Sarasota, and Lucy was
not only one of its long-time board
members, but also a lifetime
member of the Club. I remember
when we were first introduced;
she greeted me with open arms
and an infectious smile. Later in
private, she whispered to me that
she expected big things from me
as a board member. She promised
to help me whenever I needed it,
and proved to be true to her word.
For instance, for five years up
until 2009, when I would organize
the Club’s “Annual Jazz On The
Water” cruise, White would
purchase thirty or more tickets
(just to give me a good start). She
would give the tickets to her
friends and relatives. Each year
for five years with assistance from
White, the “Jazz On The Water”
cruise has been a sell-out event.
A brief glimpse of White’s
personal background: she was
born in Detroit, the fourth of five
children. She was married for 54
years to Joseph White, who
passed away in 1997. She earned a
B.S. degree from New York
University, and a Masters Degree

from Columbia University. Early
on she was a Public Health Nurse
and Supervisor of Public Health
Nurses. Subsequently, she worked
as a teacher of nursing and related
sciences in the high schools for
the NYC Board of Education. Her
final position was that of Assistant
Superintendent of Pupil Personnel
Practices of all 19 Bronx High
Schools. She retired in 1982.
Before relocating to Sarasota,
White lived in Englewood, New
Jersey where she served as a
member and later president of the
Board of Health. While in New
Jersey, she played an important
part in implementing programs
f o r Te e n a g e P r e g n a n c y
Prevention, and Alcohol
Recovery. She also found time to
be an active member of the Urban
League, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, and as President
of the Bergen County Links
Organization. In Sarasota, White’s
activities carried over as an active
member of The First United
Methodist Church, where she was
instrumental in organizing the
“Jazz In the Chapel” program.
Her association with jazz
musicians in the area helped in
making the program a success.
White continued participating in
the activities of the Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, and the St.
Petersburg Chapter of the Links,
Inc. She was also a life member of
the NAACP, and a life member of
the Jazz Club of Sarasota.
Foremost in my mind, and in
the mind of most jazz enthusiasts
in the Tampa Bay area, was
White’s contribution to jazz by
way of her co-creation of the
public school program “Jazz
Links: Jazz Connects to History.”
Information about the program
was reported in an article by jazz
icon Nat Hentoff in the September
30, 2004 issue of The Wall Street
Journal. It is a program first envisioned through Lucy’s desire for
every child to know and realize

the importance of jazz in our
nation’s history. Working with arts
educator Nancy Roucher and
African-American history scholar
Dr. Carroll Buchanan, they were
successful in implementing the
program into Sarasota’s fifth
grade social studies and music
classrooms.
Sadly, after a prolonged
illness, Lucy White passed on
March 25. Her memorial service
was attended by many. A few jazz
musicians who were in attendance
were Kenny Soderblom, jazz icon
Dick Hyman, Lillette JenkinsWisner, Ed Walker, Michelle
Carter and Tanya Stargell. Gordon
Garrett, President of the Jazz Club
of Sarasota, and several Jazz Club
board members, including Office
Manager Sandra Lightfoot were
also present to pay their respect.
Me m b e r s o f L i n k s , I n c . ,
Bradenton/Sarasota and St.
Petersburg Chapters presented a
Links Memorial Service after the
church service. A highlight of the
Memorial Service was a special
dedication of “Flight of the
Bumble Bee” performed by
pianist Lillette Jenkins-Wisner.
Wisner indicated that White often
requested that she play this particular tune in the classroom, hoping
that it would inspire the children
to play a musical instrument.
Needless to say, Lucinda
Cook Jackson White or simply
Lucy White will be terribly
missed … but forever remembered!
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

49 15 11 THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
PICK OF THE WEEK!
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
2009 NBA Finals: The Orlando Magic Vs. The Los Angeles Lakers
The Lakers Mission
Howard’s Vision
Is Not Complete
Is Taking Shape

Dwight Howard

PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

Dwight Howard was all might
and muscle on the night that the
Magic defeated King James and
the Cavaliers to advance to the
NBA FINALS. After scoring a
career playoff 40 points and
grabbing 14 rebounds to setup a
showdown with Kobe and the
La k e rs , the M agic a llowed
Howard himself time to reflect on
how sweet it is to be going to the
finals for the first time in his
career.
It just seems like yesterday
that the only time the area was full
is when the NBA'S elite came to
town. Now is very difficult to find
a vacant seat in the house. With

the Lakers coming to town this
will be a tough ticket to get your
hands on. In 2004 the Magic were
one of laughingstocks of the
league, oh my! how have times
changed. The Magic are back in
the championship for the first time
since 1995 when they were swept
by the Houston Rockets.
Howard last year boasted to
his USA Basketball teammates
that the Magic will be soon
playing for a championship and
they scoffed. Guess who's
laughing now! Howard says,
"Everybody had always written
them off since he had been here."
Howard this season’s defensive
player of the year and first team
ALL NBA selection. Howard
believes that if they come out and
play their brand of ball that they
can win every single night.
One of the reasons that the
Magic have done so well is
because of Howard. There are
some intricate pieces to the puzzle
that makes the Magic a championship caliber ball club. Their
support comes from the multital-

ented Rashard Lewis and Hedo
Turkoglu. Newcomers Rafer
"S k i p t o m al o u " Al s t o n an d
Mickael Pietrus and rookie
Courtney Lee the Magic to easily
dispose of the Cavs that was far
too dependent on James.
Everyone knows that it takes
a concerted effort by a team to win
at any level. The Magic have
shown everyone that they win as a
team and that is how they have
gotten this far. The Magic have
been playing the underdog role
since the second round of the
playoffs. They even prevailed a
game seven on the infamous
parquet floor. Much of the world
were anticipating a Kobe and
LeBron
matchup,
however
Howard’s faith and belief in his
teammates kept hope alive for the
Magic and here they are playing
for an NBA title. Little known
fact the Magic were one of two
teams to beat the Lakers in two
meetings this season, winning one
in December and one in January.
With game one tonight can the
Magic pull one out in LA?

Kobe Bryant

PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

The Lakers have had a celebrated history that includes
some great records and statistics. If you are real Laker fan
you should know about some
of the greatest of all time have
been Lakers. Need I name
them, Jerry, Kareem, Shaq and
Magic.
They still have a sour taste
in their mouth from last season
after they were pretty much
embarrassed by the Celtics in
last year’s finals. They have got
a score to settle, the only
problem is that it is with them-

LeBron James

PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

ORLANDO - The Cleveland
Cavaliers had posted an NBA
best 66 victories during the
season. They also had waltzed
through the first two rounds of
the playoffs. LeBron James, the
MVP of the league, appeared to
be at the apex of his game and

Magic on their eliminating the
Cavs. James hurried and got
dressed and boarded the team
bus without speaking to the
media. Later he emailed
Howard. You see James is a
bonafide competitor. Personally
I do not think that he is a poor
sport, he just hates to lose.
James averaged 38.5 points
per game in that series and the
only other double-digit scorer
was Mo Williams with 18.5
points. Williams shot a dismal
37.1 percent from the field.
Teammate Joe Smith said,
"LeBron needs some help." In
order for this team to move
forward the GM Danny Ferry
must make some cold and calcu-

lated moves to put the Cavs
amongst the NBA'S elite. The
Cavs lost to the Lakers twice by
double digits. They also went 22 against the Celtics, winning
only the home games.
Ferry's top priority should be
signing James to a contract
extension before he can opt out
of his deal in the summer of
2010. James says that he wants
to remain in Cleveland. The
Cavs need to find a low post
player and also find a scorer who
can average around 20 points a
game with a degree of consistency. If they find the real missing
piece to the puzzle there could
be trouble on the horizon for the
rest of the NBA.

Lamar Odom Is Battered

Lamar Odom

PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Lamar Odom has big knot on his
lower back that looks like he had
been hit with a hammer. The
Laker forward has a padded
girdle that he curses but he
wears it anyway. That's because

PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Aging vets are not the only ones
feeling the heat from this year’s
crop of rookies. As the teams
head into their minicamps three
once young, once-promising
prospects suddenly find their
c a re er s at a cr os sroads …
COLTS RB JOSEPH ADDAI
Indy's first round pick in 2006
went to the Pro Bowl in his
second season. But injuries took

of the bumping and grinding that
he had to do with Nene and
Kenyon Martin.
You see the critics stay on
Odom’s back about his inconsistent play. One thing is for sure
you cannot protect him from the
barbs of his nay-sayers. Injured
or not Odom is a large part of the
LAL success. Sometimes Odom
shows up as he did in game five
where he was a force to be
reckoned with 19 points and 14
rebounds and four blocks.
In game four Odom pulled a
Houdini like move and virtually
went unnoticed with five points
and five fouls, and was not a
factor in that game at all during a
nineteen-point loss.

His production has been
q u es t i o n ed l at el y an d h i s
answers lead to other questions.
What went through his head in
game five when he put his "focus
cap" on? Isn't that something he
should always put on?
Coach Jackson said that,
Odom got a little fiery when he
had two shots rejected by the
Nu g g et s C h ri s " B i rd m an "
Andersen." That got Odom
animated Jackson said. Jackson
has reiterated that Odom is an
important factor in well how the
LAL play. Kobe says, "Alot of
people are sitting around waiting
for him to be a 25-10 guy,
scoring and rebounding." He
may have those capabilities, but

Out With The New

its toll on him being effective in
08 and he took 41.9 percent of
the Colts carries. Enter surprise
first round pick from
Connecticut. With the rugged
rookie expected to command 15
touches a game Addai should
not plan on a trip to Miami in
January …
49ER’S WR JOSH MORGAN.
He was one of the best-hidden
gems in the 2008 draft. A sixth
round pick, Morgan averaged 16
yards per catch as a rookie and

seemingly earned a promotion to
starter. Not so fast. The 49ers
were h ap p y t o p i ck u p
M i c h a e l Crabtree as the
number 10 pick in this years
draft in April. The former Red
Raider is suited for the split end
position, plus he has the size and
the speed to ward off single
coverage. Morgan will put up a
fight for the job, but it’s hard to
see him winning …
R AIDE R S S M IC HAE L
HUFF. When the Raiders

Sometimes during the
re g u l a r s e a s o n t h e L a k e r s
seemed to be a little lackadaisical at times, in which led them
to blow large leads. Last year
with the series even at 2-2 the
Lakers blew a 24 point lead and
had their soul ripped out. They
rebounded to win game five
and got manhandled in game
six.
Wh a t h a p p e n e d t o t h e
Lakers last year is the fact that
Boston had a collection of
players who were hungry and
had never won a championship,
other than Sam Cassell and
some coaching staff included.
It was perceived that the
Celtics pushed the Lakers
around and whipped their butts.
This time the Lakers have the
home court advantage and
some favorable matchup possibilities and what Gasol said is
a fortified psychological
makeup: "This year were on a
mission."

Email us at sports@theweeklychallenger.com

Loss Hurts, But James Remains Assertive
seemed to be invincible.
Everyone thought that there
would be no stopping the
Cavaliers. Instead James and his
teammates had no answers for
the Magic. If it had not been for
James' late game heroics in
game two they would have been
swept.
The Cavaliers who sport one
of the leagues best defensive
teams could not contain Dwight
Howard and the inside-outside
game of the Magic. During the
season and the playoffs the
Magic had defeated the
Cavaliers six times in nine tries.
The loss was excruciating for
James, who left the court
without congratulating the

selves. After crushing Denver
there were no celebrations for
t h e We s t e r n C o n f e r e n c e
Champions. That victory gave
the Lakers their 30th finals
appearance, a record.
With game one on
Thursday against the Magic,
redemption-plus denial defense
and solid rebounding is a
concern for the Lakers. Kobe,
says, "I am just so thankful for
the opportunity to be back."
While Bryant and The Big
Fella partnered up for three
titles form 2000-02. Kobe can't
escape the "Kobe can't win one
without Shaq” legion of critics.
The Lakers have won 14
titles, however none since
2002, despite Bryant being in
the upper echelon of the NBA'S
elite or being the premier
pl a y e r i n t h e l e a g u e . T h e
Lakers have some prime-time
studs on their roster along with
some savvy veterans who can
perform at crunch time.

that is not his role. Odom has
great ball handling skills for a
guy that is 6-10 that makes it a
nightmare for some teams.
The big game against
Denver he was very productive
off the bench. The big question
is can he duplicate and translate
those performances in the series
against the Magic. Odom has
been taking some electrical
stimulation treatments for his
back. He has said the only was
that the injury get better is until
he can stop playing. For now
there is too much at stake and
the possibility of winning a title
without Shaq is looming in the
background for Odom and
Bryant.

drafted Huff with the No.7 pick
in 06 they thought they were
getting a game-changing safety.
But last season he did not
generate one turnover and he
lost his starting job in October.
He's likely shifting to strong
safety but could find his move
back to the starting lineup
blocked by second-rounder
Mike Mitchell, whom coach
Tom Crable drafted for his
"ferocious" hitting ability.

76er's Maressee
Speights Is Giving
Back In A Big Way

PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

ST. PETERSBURG - The
76er's Maressee Speights has
stepped up in a big way.
Recently I received a phone
call from Speights saying that
he had a surplus of shoes that
he needs to get rid of. There is
only one problem; he is giving
away some free shoes only if
you wear a size 16. Speights
has inked a shoe deal with
Nike, so he giving back to the
community in a big way.
Recently I had written an
article on athletes and giving
and must of heard my plea.
You see this is not the first time
Speights has given to the
community. Before he joined
the NBA he sponsored a free

youth basketball clinic at the
Childs Park Recreation Center.
If anyone wears a size 16
shoe please call The Weekly
Challenger at 727-896-2922.
Speights thank you for
stepping up to the plate and
doing something positive for
your community. We are definitely looking for bigger and
better things from our own
home grown talent. Lets hope
that other athletes from this
area can step up and follow
suite with Speights. How about
all professional athletes that
call St. Pete home join forces
and put on some kind of youth
sports symposium to teach our
youth about being productive
members of society and the
importance of being leaders in
the community.

Registration Dates
For PYFC

PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

The 2009 youth football
season is almost upon us.
Pinellas County has one of the
largest organizations as far as
youth football goes in the state
of Florida. The PYFC has been
around for almost 40 years and
it is still very competitive. It
has produced some NFL stars.
There will be sign up dates for
the following organizations.
GIBBS JR GLADIATORS: 6/6, 6/13, 6/20, 6/27,
7/11 and 7/18 at 31 St.
Complex at 10 a.m.

G R E E E N W O O D
PANTHERS: 6/4 at 6:30 8:30, 6/13 at 11:00 a.m. -3:00
p.m., 6/25 at 6:30 - 8:30, 7/11at
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 7/13,
7/14 and 7/15/09 at 6:30 8:OO p.m. at Phillip Jones
Field.
LARGO JR PACKERS:
6/6, 6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/11 and
7/18/ 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. at
Ridgecrest Center.
ST. PETE LIL DEVILS:
6/20 and 7/11 10:30 a.m. -1:30
p.m., 7/16 and 7/20 at 6:00 8:00 p.m. at Dick Turner Field
(Campbell Park).
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

US Rep. Kathy Castor
Cheers Kidcare Bill Signing

Ku Klux Klan Resurrecting
Shameful Legacy In North Texas

“Parents and families
throughout the State of Florida
can breathe a little easier today
knowing that Florida is
committed to ensuring that
children from middle class and
working class families can see
a doctor, receive immunizations and check ups and not
bre a k the f am ily budget
d o i n g s o , ” s a i d C a s t o r.
Governor Charlie Crist will
sign into law legislation that
boosts Florida’s KidCare
health care initiative after years
of steep declines in enrollment
caused by bureaucratic barriers
and lack of investment. Florida
KidCare, also known as the
Children’s Health Insurance
Program “SCHIP”, follows
through on federal reforms

enacted earlier this year that
breaks down bureaucratic
barriers for families to enroll.
Florida Kidcare provides
cost affordable access to pediatricians and health care to
millions of children nationwide. After serving as the
genesis for the national initiative, Florida fell behind and
now has one of the highest
rates of uninsured kids - about
800,000.
Castor and health care and
child activists targeted changes
at the federal and state level
over the past few years. State
level efforts were led by State
Senator Nan Rich, State
Representative Bill Galvano
and CFO Alex Sink and others.
Gov. Crist also announced

budget support. Castor worked
in Congress to improve and
expand SCHIP shortly
after she took office in 2007.
President Obama asked Castor
to stand with him at the White
House for the signing of a new
SCHIP bill in February of this
year. Now, it is Florida’s turn.
Congresswoman Castor’s
mother, Betty Castor, as former
state education commissioner
worked with then-Gov. Lawton
Chiles to launch a children’s
health care initiative in the
1990’s. The program was so
successful that Chiles took the
concept to former President
Clinton, who then launched the
national program, SCHIP.

FAMU Technology
Scholars Receive
Eisenhower Fellowship
TALLAHASSEE – Three
engineering technology majors
in the College of Engineering
Sciences, Technology and
A g ri cultur e ( CESTA) at
F l o ri da A &M University
(FAMU) will be awarded the
Dwight David Eisenhower
Transportation Fellowship in
the fall of 2009. John Cannon
(electrical engineering technology), Jamesa Marshall (civil
engineering technology) and
Philson Joseph (construction
engineering technology) have
been selected to receive $7,500
each to support research initiatives relative to transportation
education and research.
All of the students
responded with enthusiasm and
exhilaration upon learning of
being selected to receive the
fellowship.
C annon s aid, “I am

ecstatic about being a recipient.
I give all praises to God.”
“I am really excited to be
a scholarship recipient because
I really needed the
financial assistance,” said
Marshall.
Jose ph e ch o ed t h ei r
remarks.
“It’s good,” said Joseph.
“I am glad to receive this fellowship and look forward to
doing more transportation
research.”
Makola Abdullah, dean
and director of Land-Grants,
said, “I am proud to be among
the first to congratulate our
students for their outstanding
accomplishments. John,
Jamesa and Philson are all role
models for other students to
work hard to receive such prestigious fellowships.”
The Eisenhower

Transportation Fellowship
program is designed to assist
bo t h u n d erg rad u at e an d
graduate students pursuing a
college degree in transportation or related disciplines. The
fel l o ws h i p s are award ed
annually by the United States
Department of Transportation
through the Federal Highway
Administration’s Office of
Professional and Corporate
Development.
Fo r i n fo rm at i o n ab o u t
en g i n eeri n g t ech n o l o g y
programs at FAMU, contact
Yv es An g l ad e, d i rect o r,
Di v i s i o n o f E n g i n eeri n g
Technology, FAMU’s College
o f E n g i n eeri n g S ci en ces ,
Technology and Agriculture, at
(850) 599-3506 or by email at
yves.anglade@famu.edu.

HURRICANE

stress and improve the likelihood of a safe outcome during
a crisis.”
Gov. Crist encouraged a l l
Floridians
to
visit
w w w. F l o r i d a D i s a s t e r. o rg
where they can find help
making business and family
pla ns, tips fo r p ro t ect i n g
property during a storm, checklists for disaster supplies, and
pet disaster plans.
Some of the items included
on the emergency supply list
include:
- Water and Food - at least
enough for 3 to 7 days
- Non-perishable packaged
or canned food / juices
- Snack foods
- Non-electric can opener
- Cooking tools / fuel
- Paper plates / plastic
utensils
- Flashlights and portable,
self-powered light sources
- Portable radios, two-way
radios and NOAA weatherband radios
- F le xible wat erp ro o f
sheeting (tarps)
- Gas or diesel fuel containers
- Batteries

- Medications
- Ice chests or other food
storage coolers
- Portable generators
- Carbon monoxide
detectors
- Storm shutter devices
- Pet carrier and supplies
Gov. Crist has also emphasized the importance of m a i nt ai n i n g
a
supply
of
necessary prescription drugs
along with special food for
infants or elders. He encouraged Floridians to document
all valuables and to consolidate
important personal documents
including,
bank
account
numbers, Social Security cards
and immunization records in a
waterproof container.
The
2009
Hurricane
Season began Monday, June 1,
and ends November 30. For
more information on building a
customized family or business
disaster plan, go to
www.FloridaDisaster.org.
To view the governor’s
video message on hurricane
preparedness, go to
www.clickcaster.com/charliecrist/.

continued from front page
time to time, that also means
that we are vulnerable to hurricanes.”
This morning in Miami, Lt.
Gov. Kottkamp highlighted
hurricane safety at the 2009
National Hurricane Survival
Initiative launch. The
education campaign targets
A m e ricans in coa stal and
hurricane-prone states from
Te x a s t o M a i n e . T h e
campaign’s public education
components include a national
poll of residents along the Gulf
and Atlantic coasts, an interact i v e We b s i t e f e a t u r i n g
hurricane-preparedness
resources in English and
Spanish, and a 30-minute television
special
broadcast
throughout the nation.
“Florida’s families must be
prepared and remain vigilant
throughout the unpredictable
hurricane season,” said Lt.
Gov. Kottkamp. “Having a
disaster plan and an inventory
of supplies will help relieve
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BY TONY BROWN FAIRE
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM THE
DALLAS EXAMINER

DALLAS (NNPA) - Dallas
has an ugly history of racism - one
that city leaders are not so eager to
share with visiting tourists.
Therefore, tourists find themselves
unknowingly at Dallas’ historical
center of the South’s most
egregious brands of “justice.”
Not far from the steps of the
old Red Court House, hate groups
lynched African-Americans
without the due process of law.
Among those lynched was an
elderly man named Allen Brooks.
On May 3, 1910, vigilantes administered justice, Texas style.
Brooks, a 68-year-old black
man on trial for allegedly
molesting a 3-year-old white girl,
was seized from the courtroom,
bound, thrown out of the 2nd floor
window of the courthouse,
knocked unconscious and lynched
in the courtyard before thousands
of witnesses. The crowd brutalized
his body and took parts of his
clothes as souvenirs.
It is here, at this place of
injustice that black leaders have
gathered to state their case about
the modern terror tactics of the Ku
Klux Klan and other hate groups
and to serve notice to them,
“Enough is enough.” Recent acts
of overt racial intimidation reflect
the shameful legacy of the south
and are indeed rising again in
North Texas.
On May 12, almost 100 years

after Brooks’ lynching, several
local groups, led by Claudia
Fowler, the Political Chair of the
Dallas NAACP, met on the steps
of the Old Red Dallas Court House
to say, “No” to racial hatred and
violence.
Just eight months ago, On
October 12, 2008, Ministers
Ernest and Debbie Walker, who
have a home in Ovilla, Texas out
of which they operate a home
based Christian ministry, were
victims of vandalism. The words,
“no n——rs” were spray painted
on the door of their home. Walker
said the word does not personally
offend her because she knows
what it means, but stated, “I think
it was meant to scare us. I am not
angry at the people who
committed this act of racism. I am
more sorrowful that someone
could disgrace God’s house like
this”.
“This type of racism is not
new to me. I deal with this type of
racism all over Texas,” stated Rev.
Ro n a l d Wr i g h t o f D a l l a s
Commons. Wright said he does
not believe there is an increase of
racial hate in the United States
because of the election of
President Barack Obama. In fact,
he believes it has always been here
and is now coming out of the
shadows into the light. “They have
traded in their sheets for suits and
uniforms,” Wright said.
However the statistics based
on a Southern Poverty Law Center
report on May 7, 2009, titled The

Year in Hate, would beg to differ
with Rev. Wright. The report
proves that hate group membership and activity has grown at an
alarming rate in the US since the
election of President Obama. The
report states that hate groups grew
by 54 percent since the year 2000
and identified 926 existing hates
groups in the United States. There
are 38 more hate groups in 2008
than in 2007 that are now active in
our country. A CNN report that
gave these statistics also said that
California has the most hate
groups of any state in the US with
a total of 84. The same article by
CNN says the FBI crime report
showed that there were 7,624 hate
crime incidents in 2007.
The Klan has also initiated
similar recruitment efforts in
Marshall. An image of a Klansman
riding on a horse, brandishing a
torch is displayed on the flyer. A
second page is reported by a local
paper to have contained harsh criticisms of President Barack
Obama, characterizing his administration as Socialists and stating,
“Americans, the time to take a
stand for our great nation is now.
Our new president has been out
downing our economy and stating
he wants to remake America.
Socialist leaders are not going to
openly announce their intent; they
mask it and sell it as progressive.
“Remember, no country has ever
been bettered by socialism so why
try it? Let’s all band together, stand
up and be heard.”

Texas Governor Approves
200th Execution

BY JESSE MUHAMMAD
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM THE
FINAL CALL

HOUSTON (NNPA) - On
Tuesday, June 2, the 200th
execution under Texas Governor
Rick Perry was scheduled to take
place and protestors from across
the state were set to speak out
against it.
Since becoming governor in
December 2000, Perry has
surpassed any governor in U.S.
history in the number of executions under their watch. The date
of the 200th execution could
change if any prior scheduled executions are halted, but the outcry
will never stop, according to
Gloria Rubac.
“We’re never going to stop
protesting these killings” Rubac told
The Final Call. She also heads the
Texas Death Penalty Abolishment
Movement in Houston.
“The prison system has never
been about reform, especially in
Texas. They are taking innocent
lives so we are asking everyone
around the country to call
Governor Perry, march in your
city and let your voice be heard,”
she added.
Rubac has been involved in
the abolishment of the death
penalty since it was reinstated
nationwide in 1982. Every week
she and other members can be
found visiting prisoners in
Huntsville, Texas, attending
sessions at the state capitol and
hosting grassroots planning
meetings at local venues.
In total, Texas has executed
437 people since 1982, including
152 under former Texas Governor
George W. Bush. His highest
number of executions took place
in the year 2000, the year he
became president. The 199th
execution by Gov. Perry is

scheduled May 19 for an offender
in Tarrant County. The 200th is
slated to be a black male by the
name of Michael Lynn Riley.
According to the latest statistics released by the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice,
there are presently over 300
offenders on death row. Out of
that population, 130 of those are
black males, 101 white males and
99 Hispanic males. Black women
make up 40 percent of the female
gender on death row and white
women represent 50 percent.
Since 1982, blacks have made
up 32 percent of those put to death,
second only to whites 40 percent.
Harris County leads all Texas
counties with the most death row
sentences over the past 27 years
with 280. The second ranked
county is Dallas with 96. Both
counties also lead in the number of
present offenders on death row
with 114 and 40 respectively.
It is a shame how many lives
are being taken and most of them
may have been innocent,” said
Reginald Gordon, who served 16
years in prison. “People don’t
recognize how these killings have
served the political ambitions of
these government officials. There
are a lot of inmates being released
now based on witnesses falsely
identifying them, so who knows
how many of those that have been
executed were truly innocent.”
Upon his release from prison,
Gordon launched OG1 Operation
Outreach to initially help former
prisoners make a smooth transition back into society and now has
extended to tours at state prisons
along with workshops for at-risk
youth.
“Along with protesting, we
have to go into the communities
and teach our people responsibility to avoid entering that system
which is a dead end,” said

Gordon. “We have to start caring
about ourselves. Black men are
being shot daily and there is no
outcry but when the swine flu hit,
people started going crazy. We
have to value our own lives.”
N.O.I. Student Minister
Robert
Muhammad,
who
witnessed the execution of Gary
Graham in 2000, said “it is better
to be rich and guilty in Texas than
it is to be poor and innocent. Texas
will have to answer to the God of
Justice for these killings. I cringe
at the thought of what will be
brought down on this state. Perry
has become one of the most
prolific killers in the country.”
In terms of community
responsibility, Muhammad recommends that “we as leaders have
to get from behind our rostrums,
pulpits and office desks to start
engaging our people. Most people
on death row have less education,
have been hooked on drugs, and
have not had a lot of opportunities.
We must unify to change that
landscape and save our people
from entering that system by
pooling our resources.”
Grassroots organizers in
Texas are even calling on international groups to organize a protest
at their nearest U.S. embassy or
consulate. In Houston, the protest
will take place at the Old Hanging
Tree in the downtown area.
Protestors in Austin will march at
the state capitol and Huntsville
residents will gather outside The
Walls Unit.
This campaign is sponsored
by the Texas Moratorium
Network, Texas Death Penalty
Abolition Movement, Campaign
to End the Death Penalty—
Austin, Students Against the
Death Penalty, Texas Death
Penalty Education and Resource
Center, and Abolish the Death
Penalty Project on Amazee.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

(727) 686-9356

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

THE ROCK

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

REVEREND DAVID L.
AND DOROTHY
CONNELLY

“THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AME CHURCH”

Sunday

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

912 3RD AVENUE NORTH- ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
BETHEL1894@KNOLOGY.NET

BREAKFAST MINISTRY……………..SUNDAY 8:00 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL ………………………….9:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP………………………10:30 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY……………………TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
YOUTH CHURCH …………… MON & WED 5:30 P.M.

OF

SERVICES

THE CROSSING POINT

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

International Foursquare Church
along with Rev. Sarah H. Edwards, Sr. Pastor and her husband, Minister Edgar Edwards

Welcomes You
to study the Word of God, so that you may be approved by God as one of His Workers

Faith - Family - and Unity in the Community
via Christ Jesus is celebrated
2311 16th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Sundays 10:45 a.m.
Sunday 6:30 p.m. “Who Then Do Men Say You Are” Women Bible Study
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
“Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever” -Hebrews 13:8

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

UNITY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
“Let All Things Be Done
With Charity”
Reverend
Nathaniel H. Drayton

Sunday Morning Worship ........................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .....................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ...........................6:30 p.m.
Services held at House of Praise and Blessing
3100 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33709
(727) 916-0311

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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